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Running records is a literary assessment 
method employed by teachers in order to gauge 
a student's reading level. Leveraging AI for 
semi-automatic scoring of running records 
(LASARR) is the working title for the project 
that utilizes Watson for its speech recognition.
(LASARR) seeks to properly record all spoken 
speech regardless of accent and dialect, and to 
be able to grade the spoken text. The purpose is 
not to completely automate the process, but to 
expedite it, and allow teachers to have a 
reference for growth comparisons. The algorithm runs extremely fast on small sample sizes, running 

several low reading level pages in under a tenth of a second. The 
package will be further optimized in the future using multithreading 
and graphics acceleration techniques.

This example ran a short sentence in under a millisecond.

One of the main challenges with this project is understanding where 
in the text the subject is. We have devised a general algorithm to 
perform this task:

● Determine list of all possible mappings between 
individual words

● Determine all permutations of potential word vector 
maps

● Determine optimal permutation by finding most 
“continuous” word vector map

We have packed the algorithm into the text-tracker Python 
package, available for free on pypi.org by running the command pip 
install text-tracker from the command line.
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